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The Shurley Method Level K Kit 

Shurley Instructional Materials, Inc. 

Copyright - 2000 ISBN - 1-58561-016-X Edition - 1st 

Grade Level P1 - Kindergarten 

Readability Level Grade K 

Course / Content Language Arts    

List Price: 345 

Wholesale Price 345 

The features of each book or program were developed by the publisher and do not reflect the opinion of the 

Kentucky State Review Team Kentucky State Textbook Commission or the Kentucky Department of Education. 

Content The Shurley kindergarten curriculum utilizes a developmental approach to Language Arts and 

enhances students' readiness for language.  Using hands-on, visual, and auditory activities, this 

kindergarten program teaches auditory and visual discrimination, letter-sound recognition, 

classifying, sequencing, fine-motor and large-motor development, handwriting, and 

comprehension of the written word. 

 

During the first semester, students see, hear, and say the alphabet letters and their sounds in every 

lesson.  Emphasis is placed on alphabet recognition and sequencing letters, using the material in 

the Alphabet Resource Packet.  Another major emphasis is on grouping.  Grouping is one of the 

most important comprehension skills a young child can learn.  It allows children to understand 

how things are related and helps them order their thought processes. 

 

During the second semester, students begin to write the letters of the alphabet.  Grouping skills 

continue as students learn the core parts that make up a sentence.  They classify the subject noun, 

verb, and words that describe.  Finally, students are creating and reading Big Books. 

 

Other concepts covered during the year include the following:  colors, shapes, four seasons, 

opposites, recognizing likenesses and differences, food groups, personal information (first and last 

names, phone number, address, birthday, tying shoes, etc.), community helpers, different cultures, 

transportation, rhyming, and animals and their habitats.  

 

Student Experiences The kindergarten lessons include the following activities for students. 

 

Calendar Time:  Students study days of the week and months of the year, discuss daily 

weather, and assign daily helpers in a group format. 

 

Share Time:  Students share personal experiences in a group format, developing speaking 

and listening skills. 

Wiggle Time:  Students sing or recite jingles related to learning activities. 

 

Brain Time:  Students are taught readiness concepts, such as opposites, grouping, 

community helpers, etc. during      large- and small-group time.  

 

Alphabet Time:  Students learn letter and sound recognition through the use of stories and 

sensory activities. 

 

Literature Time:  Students listen to stories and poems and do various language activities 



Kentucky Department of Education 2005  Text in blue is from the Textbook Reviewers 

related to the stories.  These activities include a time to build vocabulary and 

comprehension, to perform story dramatization, to make books, and to do art projects, 

using various media.  A suggested list of published books and poems is provided for the 

teacher. 

 

Prewriting/Writing Time:  Students use manipulatives, paint, markers, crayons, scissors, 

pencil, and paper to do a variety of fine-motor activities. 

 

Glow Time:  Students do large-motor activities, jingles, songs, and fingerplay.  A 

suggested list of published poems, rhymes, and music is provided for the teacher. 

 

Assessment A student activity pad with a collection of carefully prepared activities gives students the 

opportunity to practice and test their growing knowledge and skills. 

Organization Materials for kindergarten are sold in a kit format.  Each kit contains the material needed to teach 

language arts for an entire year.  Each kit contains four items: 

 

Teacher's Manual:  Includes daily lesson plans, a list of materials needed, and the detailed teaching 

techniques for each activity. 

 

Student Activity Pad:  Provides organized activity sheets to help students practice different 

concepts. 

 

Handwriting Booklet:  Provides instructions and practice exercises on writing capital letters, small 

letters, words, and sentences. 

 

Alphabet Resource Packet:  Provides the alphabet wall cards, sound poems and cards, uppercase 

and lowercase letters, and a picture pack that helps teach alphabet recognition, letter-sound 

association, and the sequencing of alphabet letters. 

 

Resource Materials None 

Gratis Items to be provided and under what conditions None 

Available Ancillary Materials Student Activity Pad (This blackline master is part of the kit but can be 

purchased in classroom quantities.) 

Handwriting Booklet  (This blackline master is part of the kit but can be 

purchased in classroom quantities.) 

Alphabet Resource Packet  (This pac 

Research Data and Evidence of Effectiveness 

Disclaimer: the research data and evidence of effectiveness was provided by the 

publisher and does not reflect the opinion of the State Review Team, the State 

Textbook Commission, or the Kentucky Department of Education. 

Research Available YES - provide information below 

The booklet "Why It Work" is available upon request.  This booklet contains 

neuroscientific and educational research that supports the specific pedagogies that are 

utilized in the Shurley English curriculum. 

 

 

Overall Strength and/or Weaknesses 

Disclaimer:  Comments on the strengths and/or weaknesses of each book, material or program were written by 

members of the State Textbook/Instructional Materials Review Team and reflect their opinions.  They do not reflect 

the opinions of the State Textbook Commission nor the Kentucky Department of Education.  In addition, the State 

Textbook/Instructional Materials Review Team completed each evaluation form during summer of 2005.  In order to 

maintain the integrity of the review team's comments, editing was limited to spelling and punctuation. 
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Recommendations: This is best used as a basal text. 

Summary Form 

I. Technology Component Summary 0.000.00 

Students use the audio cassette or CD to reinforce the skills taught. 

The materials do not include any software to assist in reinforcing the concepts taught. 

II. Reading Content Summary 0.80000000000000004 

The Literature Selections book is used to expose students to selections of contemporary and non-

contemporary literature alike.  The students listen and then read silently along as the piece is reread aloud.  

The teacher's edition has a set of questions. There is on going assessment in the reading area but no formal 

testing is given since this is a grammar program. 

III. Writing Content Summary 1.42 

This is a strong English grammar program.  Specific how- to instructions are given when writing a 

particular piece such as descriptive, letter, personal narrative, etc. 

Opportunities for writing is limited to paragraphs. 

IV. Grammar and Spelling Content Summary 0.54 

This is a strong English grammar program.  Students learn grammar rules and parts of speech with the help 

of jingles and chants on CD or cassette and on posters as well.  Opportunities are given daily for practice 

and review of the skills taught. 

The Shurley Method does not include a spelling component.  The students are given opportunities to write 

but are not specifically instructed in the five step writing process. 

V. Listening /Speaking / Observing Content Summary 1.00 

Students are given opportunities to share the writing they compose. 

Specific assignments for reports, research, and speaking are limited. 

VI. Inquiry Content Summary 0.00 

The Shurley Method teaches students grammar and mechanics.  The assignments are specifically for 

learning the parts of speech and mechanics and the correct usage of them. 

VII. Technology Content Summary  

Students use the audio cassette or CD to reinforce the skills taught. 

The materials do not include any software to assist in introducing or reinforcing the concepts taught. 

VIII. Audience: Teacher Materials Content Summary 0.50 

The teacher's edition is scripted and it is suggested that the teacher use the script the first year or until 

comfortable with the method to teach it accordingly. 

Teacher resources or assistance is not available on line. 

IX. Audience: Student Materials Content Summary 0.56 

Students practice daily on learning the parts of speech and classifying them within a sentence. 

The material does not integrate across the curriculum. 

X. Format Content Summary 1.00 

The students skills are continually reinforced and revisited throughout the year.  The teacher's edition is 

scripted and provides definitions for students to understand the concepts being taught.   

The material is a drill and practice format.  Student books are consummable and softcover which may 

detriorate during the year. 

XI. Ancillary Materials Content Summary 0.38 

The teacher's materials include the objectives and information needed at the top of each lesson plan. 

Teacher resources are not available on line nor is assistance or practice available online. 

READING CONTENT 

The students are exposed to various genres but the emphasis of the program is not reading but grammar 

content.  Students listen to the teacher or read as a group then discuss the piece. Students discuss the pieces that are 

read to them or they read as a group.  The selected pieces are in the Literature Selection book. The Literature 
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Selection book is used to expose students to selections of contemporary and non-contemporary literature alike.  The 

students listen and then read silently along as the piece is reread aloud.  The teacher's edition has a set of questions 

in the literature selections that are relevant to today's time in which the students can relate and discuss. There is a 

limited variety of selections in the Literature Selections booklet.  According to the Literature Selections book it 

addresses contemporary and non-contemporary selections from a variety of writers.  There is a brief paragraph about 

the author. 

 

In the reading content, students are given opportunities to select a similar piece and compare the two 

selections.  Also, students see a variety of words but are not formally given a vocabulary list. 

The comprehension questions are included in the discussion strand but the students are not assessed. 

Students are not required to read aloud unless the teacher directs them.  Fluency is modeled as the teacher reads to 

the student and they follow along silently.  Students are reading the selections as a whole group since the emphasis 

is on English grammar. 

 

The materials do contain assessments that are focused on English grammar skills. 

The students may read the selections aloud but most are read by the teacher.  However, the grammar jingles  are 

chanted aloud by the students. 

 

These materials were reviewed as a K-3 set.  The Shurley Method English Made Easy is a grammar specific 

instruction program. 

WRITING CONTENT 

The students are instructed in various writing peices but the five step writing process is not discussed.  The 

teacher instructs students on how to write e.g., a descriptive paragraph or letter. The teacher instructs the student in 

writing a particular kind of piece and allows for sharing of the piece.  The pieces are usually limited to a paragraph. 

Specific instruction is given on how to write the particular paragraph in a well organized form. Correct grammar, 

usage, word choice and sentence structure is emphasized during instruction. Students are encouraged to remember 

the jingles and other cues to help them.  They are given several opportunities to write in that particular genre. 

 

The content focuses on how to write a particular piece not the five step process. 

This is a strong English grammar program.  Students learn the mechanics of writing a particular type but do not 

write more than a paragraph. Students practice daily in grammar jingles and parts of speech or grammar. 

The content provides students with experiences in learning to use correct grammar in both the written and oral 

languages.  However, the use of media technology is not present. Students learn jingles and chants in order to 

remember grammar and usage rules.  There is no use of media or technology instruction or experiences present. 

GRAMMAR AND SPELLING 

The students learn grammar rules and parts of speech with the help of jingles and chants on cd or cassette 

and on posters as well.  Opportunities are given daily for practice and review of the skills taught. Students are given 

opportunities daily to demonstrate their proficiency in grammar usage and mechanics. The students are given 

opportunities to write but are not specifically instructed in the five step writing process. The students are taught 

specific skills for writing different pieces such as descriptive, expository, or letter writing. There isn't a spelling 

component included. Differentiated instruction is limited but the students are grouped accordingly to their pre- 

assessement. 

LISTENING / SPEAKING / OBSERVING 

The students are given opportunities to share the writing they compose.  However, technology is not 

included in the presentation nor visual aids. Students write and then share their writing paragraphs but do not use 

visual aids.  The emphasis is on correct grammar usage. During the Literature Selections component, students listen 

and discuss various pieces of literature. These materials were reviewed as a K-3 set. 

INQUIRY 

. 

 The Shurley Method teaches students grammar and mechanics.  The assignments are specifically for 

learning the parts of speech and the correct usage of them.  Research or reports are not part of the program. 
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TECHNOLOGY CONTENT 

 Students use the audio cassette or cd to reinforce the skills taught.  The materials do not include any 

software to assist in reinforcing the concepts taught. These materials were reviewed as a K-3 set. 

AUDIENCE: TEACHER MATERIALS 

The teacher's edition is scripted and it is suggested that the teacher use the script the first year or adjust as 

needed for the class. A pre- test is given to group students ,and then other assessments are administered at the 

completion of a section.  The assessments are classification and fill in the blank. Flexible grouping and differentiated 

instruction is available to meet the needs of the students. The questions are teacher led and scripted. These materials 

were reviewed as a K-3 set. 

AUDIENCE: STUDENT MATERIALS 

 The students practice daily on learning the parts of speech and classifying them within a sentence. 

Handwriting skills are taught in the kindergarten level. The literature selections are current and relevant to today's 

students. Writing is approached with the how to write a particular format in a step by step method. 

Students are given opportunities to write several different paragraphs demonstrating their skils. 

The Shurley Method is a strong English grammar program.  These materials were reviewed as a  K-3 set. 

FORMAT 

 The students practice daily on learning the parts of speech and classifying them within a sentence. 

Handwriting skills are taught in the kindergarten level. The literature selections are current and relevant to today's 

students. Writing is approached with the how to write a particular format in a step by step method. 

Students are given opportunities to write several different paragraphs demonstrating their skils. 

The Shurley Method is a strong English grammar program.  These materials were reviewed as a  K-3 set. 

ANCILLARY MATERIALS 

 

 In these materials, the learning styles, intelligences activities and differenticated instruction is limited.The 

teacher's materials include the objectives and information needed at the top of each lesson plan.  

 




